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election.54 Interestingly, the gap between turnout among the age-eligible population 
and actual registered voters narrowed between 1992 and 2004. This narrowing of the 
gap between turnout and age-eligible population reflects the trend toward increased 
voter registration, whether as a result of the Motor Voter Act, ease of online registra-
tion, improvements in database management, or some other cause. Since 2004, the gap 
has grown wider again.

What about voter turnout in special elections? Figure 9.3 shows the trends in 
voter turnout in special elections in Texas since 1977. With the exceptions of the May 
and June elections of 1993, all other special statewide elections since 1977 concerned 
amendments to the Texas Constitution. In general, voter turnout in special elections 
is quite low, never reaching higher than 35 percent of registered voters or 20 percent 
of age-eligible voters. Two of the three most recent special elections, in 2003 and 2005, 
saw slight increases in the rate of turnout compared to earlier elections. In subsequent 
special elections in 2007 and 2009, the rate of voter turnout fell to around 5 percent. In 
2013, 6.1 percent of age eligible voters cast ballots in the special election to amend the 
state constitution.

Source: Compiled by the authors from data available from the Texas Secretary of State, “Election Results,” www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/index 
.shtml (accessed September 8, 2014). 

Note: The June 1993 election was a runoff for the U.S. Senate; a constitutional election occurred in November 1993.
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  Figure 9.3  	 Turnout in Texas Special Elections, 1977–2013


